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The piazzas of Elgin.
[Augus
bishop. The bishop's house, and those of the other cle which are still pretty entire, do not seem to have been portioned to the magnificence of the cathedral, which been of great extent, and had veiy fine carved work. ' ground within the walls of the cathedral is employed ; burying-place. The family of Gordon have their vault h but it has nothing grand.
We passed Gordon Castle1 this forenoon, which h; princely appearance. Fochabers, the neighbouring vill is a poor place, many of the houses being ruinous; but remarkable, they have in general orchards well stored i apple-trees3. Elgin has what in England are called pia; that run in many places on each side of the street. It r have been a much better place formerly. Probably it piazzas all along the town, as I have seen at Bologna approved much of such structures in a town, on accoui: their convcnicncy in wet weather. Dr. Johnson disappn of them,' because (said he) it makes the under story
sacrilege as Dr. Johnson. Of all kinds of robbery, that appears t the lightest species which injures nobody. Dr. Johnson is so | that in his journey to your country he flatters himself that a readers will join him in enjoying the destruction of two Dutch c who were swallowed up by the ocean after they had robbed a chl
1 I am not sure whether the Duke was at home. But, not lu the honour of being much known to his grace, I coukl not have sumed to enter his castle, though to introduce even so celebrai stranger. We were at any rate in a hurry to get forward to the • ness which we came to see. Perhaps, if this noble family had preserved that sequestered magnificence which they maintained i catholicks, corresponding with the Grand Duke of Tuscany, we n have been induced to have procured proper letters of introduc and devoted some time to the contemplation of venerable supi tious state. BOSWELL. Burnet {History of his own 7'imcs, ii. 443 iii. 23) mentions the Duke of Gordon, a papist, as holding Edint Castle for James II. in 1689.
1 ' In the way, we saw for the first time some houses with fruit-about them. The improvements of the Scotch are for imme profit; they do not yet think it quite worth their while to plant will not produce something to be eaten or sold in a very little t Piosszi Letters, i. 121.
h.e xti|i|tori n| tin-army. . ., The two churches were stripped, and the lead \v.n '.hipped to be sold in Holland. I hope eve.ry reader will rejuiec Uuu iltm cargo of sacrilege was lost, at sea,' < )n thin I loraiv \Vnl|.u|c remark* (Letters, vii, 484);—' I confess I have not quite MO hdnowi un itlr.i »<( v-—9                                                                     liishoi).s. He might have been taken for a Judge Jefferies about to open a royal commission to try them as
